
OLD PARADIGM
SYSTEM OF

DOMINATION
A society organized around

value, hierarchy, and
dissociation.

Institutions imposed from
above, creating separation

and competition.

CROSS-CUTTING PRINCIPLES

COMMUNALIST SOCIAL ECOLOGY
A Paradigm Shift: From Imposed Institutions 

to the Self-Organization of Society

STATISM
Separate and coercive power

Centralization

Bureaucracy

Laws imposed from above

Legitimate violence

Nationalism

BOTTOM-UP DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS Re-le
arning to see and imagine differently  

POPULAR
ASSEMBLIES
Sovereign, open, and

deliberative

VALUE
Organizing principle
of society

Exchange value
Abstract value
Social abstraction
Universal measure
Quantitative
domination

IMPERATIVE
MANDATES

COMMODITY
Everything becomes a
commodity

Goods and services
Labor power
Knowledge
Nature
Social relations

COMMUNALISM
SOCIAL ECOLOGY

Direct Democracy
Self-Governance & Autonomy

Non-hierarchy
Communotechny*

Confederated Free Communes
Real Equality of the Unequal

Individual and Collective Freedom
Ethics of Complementarity

among humans and with nature

ABSTRACT
LABOR
Reduction of living
labor to an
expenditure of time

Measure of time
Productivity
Alienation
Division of labor
Loss of meaning
Submission to
wages

Dialectical naturalism
Autonomy
Complementarity and Diversity

Solidarity and mutual aid
Subsidiarity
Liberty, Equality, and Ecology

Hospitality and conviviality
Prefiguration and transformation
Social and ecological justice

TO BUILD A DIFFERENT WORLD, BASED ON JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND EQUALITY

NEW PARADIGM
SELF-ORGANIZATION

A society that organizes
itself  from the bottom up in
a non-hierarchical manner.

Democratic, confederal,
ecological, and solidarity-

based institutions.
Freedom, equality, ecology,

individual and collective
autonomy.

PATRIARCHY AND
DISSOCIATION
Male domination and the
invisibility of social
reproduction

Patriarchy
Domestic or
subsistence labor
Devalued care work
Social reproduction
Dissociated affectivity
— Separation

HOW TO READ THIS INFOGRAPHIC?
The outer ring shows the major categories of  capitalism (critique of  value-dissociation) that structure and reproduce
domination in all its forms. This is neither a hierarchical nor a chronological order: these logics are intertwined, each
reinforcing the others.
The inner ring and disk present alternative institutions and practices, representing the various perspectives and visions
proposed by communalist social ecology.

1.Confederation ≠ federation: coordination and cooperation among autonomous communes, without a higher authority

MONEY
General mediation
and abstract power

Money reigns supreme
Debt — Living on credit
Banking system
Financial markets
Money fetishism

CAPITAL
Self-valorizing value (A-M-A’)

Blind force
Command of profit
Subordination of the living —
human and non-human

UNLIMITED
ACCUMULATION
Value must grow endlessly

Accumulation of  capital
Concentration
Financialization
Speculation

SYSTEMIC
CRISES
Result of inherent limits
and contradictions

Economic crises
Social crises
Environmental crises
Political crises

FETISHISM AND
IDEOLOGY
Masks the social relations that
naturalize the system

Commodity
fetishism
Money fetishism
Individualism
Meritocracy
The cult of growth

COLONIALITY /
IMPERIALISM
Domination of peoples and
territories Made invisible

Colonialism
Structural racism
Dispossession
Plunder of resources
Debt and dependence

Revocable at any time
by the grassroots

FREE
COMMUNES

Self-managed, based
on solidarity, rooted in

the local community

CONFEDERATION
OF COMMUNES

A democratic and free
confederation [1]

from the local to the
global level

COMMUNALIZATION
OF THE ECONOMY

Serving human and ecological
needs, not profit — Free access,

hospitality, gift-giving,...

USUFRUCT
Land, water, knowledge,
resources, self-managed

spaces

COMMUNAL
JUSTICE

Dike: balance,
restitution,
proportion

ETHICS OF
COMPLEMENTARITY

Diversity, mutual aid,
non-dominating

relationships

Social Ecology andSocial Ecology andSocial Ecology and   
Communalism WorkshopCommunalism WorkshopCommunalism Workshop

Social Ecology and 
Communalism Workshop

OUR PERSPECTIVE
Interdependence (life,
needs, relationships)
Communalization
(commons, use-based
ownership, right of  custody)
Mutual Aid & Cooperation
Activity (moving beyond
wage labor and the
economy)
Communotechny*
(democratic and non-
hierarchical techniques)
Autonomy & Self-
Management
Direct Democracy
Individual and Collective
Emancipation
Confederation
(internationalist and anti-
colonial solidarity among
free communes)
OPEN DEMOCRATIC HORIZON

(*): https://ecologiesocialeetcommunalisme.org/en/2025/10/23/%f0%9f%9b%a0%ef%b8%8f-communotechny/

SYSTEM LOGIC
Separation
(nature/society/individuals)
Value
Commodity (reification)
Abstract labor
Money
Capital
Technology (authoritarian
techniques)
Accumulation (competition)
Heteronomy
Crises
Widespread domination
(institutionalized hierarchy—
the State, manufactured
selfishness)

AUTHORITARIAN & CLOSED SYSTEM

Technologies — tools of
surveillance, control, and
acceleration
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